Judge’s report

British Curly Coated Retriever Club Championship Show Sunday 1st August 2010

Judge: Tiina Illukka (Caballus)

One of my dreams came true when I received the invitation to judge the British Curly Coated Retriever Club Championship Show. This year it was very special as it was part of the World Curly Congress in Shrewsbury. This was probably one of the biggest shows for Curlies anywhere in the world: 114 dogs with a total of 131 entries. With the British exhibits I had 8 dogs from The Netherlands, 6 from Finland, 5 from Switzerland, 3 German, 3 Swedish, 2 Danish, 1 Irish and 1 Estonian entered. Many breed clubs from different countries had put up their vendor stands so it was a good opportunity to see and buy Curly items which are not so commonly available at other venues. 
The type was a little mixed with a few too big and heavy and short on leg lacking the elegance so important in the breed. Some exhibits were too small and tiny; with too little bone or substance. For the correct Curly outline you need a good reach of neck and well laidback shoulders, a short coupled body, balanced angulations, low set hocks and a chest to legs ratio of 50/50. Some of the dogs looked smashing when stacked but not on the move. Hind movement has improved and there were no really bad ones, but the powerful rear movement and drive was lacking in many exhibits. I found dogs with bald patterning in the younger classes (or follicular dysplasia as we were taught later in the seminar lectures). Many nice bitches were seasonally out of coat and didn’t get the placing they might have had they been in full coat. 

My Best In Show dog was very much to my ideal:  very classic, stylish and nicely proportioned dog who looked super both standing and on the move and had the classic wedge shaped with typical expression. Open bitch class with 19 entries was an outstanding class with several wonderful dogs. Good to see that the Curly is still as it has been through centuries!
VD (6,3) 1 Sh Ch Gladrags Brief Encounter. Tall, strong, handsome dog, shown in a little heavy condition, lovely head, sound movement, happy dog and nicely presented, not showing his age BVIS. 2 Kelsmere Kumera. Well balanced, smaller, would like him a little more masculine, well angulated moved well, in good coat. 
MPD (1) 1 Saxonholme Apollo At Kelsmere. Good size and proportions, lovely head, well angulated, not in the best coat, moved well. 
PD (3) 1 Curlabull King Arthur. Well balanced, lovely head and neck, well developed, good mover with proper tail carriage, very showy attitude BPD BPIS. 2 Malanis Rocket. Big tall dog, nice long head, well angulated, needs a better topline and steadier movement. 3 Kelsmere Koleridge At Remington. 
YD (5) 1 Roughyeds Poseidon. Stylish in outline, elegant, looking like a junior should at this age, moved with great drive, a little proud of his tail. 2 Firecurl Stinker Pinker. Stylish dog with excellent coat though some baldness  in  places, would like to see better front angulations, well developed in body, should carry himself better on the move, could do better with more ring experience. 3 Elerrina Poetry In Motion. Middle sized, well angulated front and rear, beautiful head, not in the best coat today. 
GD (4) 1 Firecurl Stinker Pinker. 2 Roughyeds Neptune., well put together, Would like to see a better expression, a little throaty, moves well but tendency for pacing , good coat. 3 Kelsmere Kowandi. 
PGD (9,2) 1 Brightmeadow Timothy. Middle sized, well balanced, lovely reach of neck, good head, good bone, excellent mover with proper tail carriage. 2 Firecurl Bertie Wooster Via Blanchard. Strong masculine dog in excellent coat, strong head, nice outline when stacked, nice dark liver color, could be better on the move. 3 Kagemusha Regal Dreams. Masculine well put together in excellent coat. 4 Berryholme Bonfire Cracker. 
LD (11,2) 1 Haregrove Sir Herbert. Very attractive dog with stylish classical outline, excellent coat, good reach of neck, lovely head, low set hocks, would like to see more drive on the rear movement and a better tail set. 2 Pentar Black Shadow. Well balanced with good proportions, a little short in neck good head, good bone and coat. 3 Tessmene Catch Your Dreams With Hamcar. Nice outline, beautiful long head, well angulated with low set hocks, good coat. 4 Gladrags Captain Morgan Of Fleetpaw. 
OD (11,2) 1 Sh Ch / Ir Sh Ch Springcurl Rigoletto. Perfect size and substance, lovely proportions, short coupled, well angulated front and rear, lovely head and expression, super topline both standing and on the move, excellent coat, moved with good drive, happy showman CC BOB. 2 Sh Ch Gladrags In The Mood. Shown fit and in excellent physical condition. Beautiful head, excellent coat, strong bone, good mover, reserve CC. 3 Summerwind’s Nordic Delight. Classic head shape, excellent coat, well angulated, very stylish outline both standing and moving. 4 Anatnaq Arthur. 
WD (1) Ir Sh Ch Springcurl Turandot. Good size and proportions, nice head, would like stronger bone, better angulations and better movement.
VB (8) 1 Ned Ch Myosotisis Lotuselite. Smaller, compact, in great shape, good coat, nice head, excellent mover. 2 Sh Ch Saxonholme Hermione. Beautiful outline standing, beautiful head and neck, excellent angulations, low set hocks, sloping in croup, good coat, would like to see better movement and drive. 3 Cwmgilli Sevruga. Excellent breed type nice proportions, strong body, well sprung ribs, nice head, excellent coat with tight small crispy curls, sound mover. 4 Sh Ch Yolande Of Tonispada At Maycourt. 
MPB (4,1) 1 Brightmeadow My Fair Lady. Strong puppy with good proportions, bone, well angulated, dark eyes, lovely reach of neck, unfortunately carried too much weight on the day which affected her movement. 2 Saxonholme Selene. Very immature, nice head, good topline, good depth of chest, out of coat today. 
PB (5,3) 1 Kelsmere Kelsey At Tengore. Very nice strong bitch, nice head, beautiful outline, low hocks, good coat except in  places,well proportioned, shown in slightly overweight condition, moved well BPB. 2 Moonmere Causing Havoc At Acredam. Nice head and neck, well angulated, good depth and underline, good coat with exceptions, nice mover. 
JB (5,1) 1 Springcurl Seren With Kilima. Beautiful outline, lovely head and reach of neck, good forechest, strong bone, excellent coat, sound mover reserve CC BJIS. 2 Engadin Star’s Ginger. Nice head, good topline, would like better front angulations, too much tuck-up and needs more depth of chest, beautiful coat, shy. 3 Llangybi Lady Gabrielle. Heavy type, strong head, good size, good bone, would like to see tighter curls. 
NB (7,2) 1 Firecurl Myrtle Snap By Pepperiever. Lovely outline, very nice feminine head, correct size  and proportions, good underline, balanced in angulations, good bone excellent coat and colour . 2 Juhellus Orchid. Elegant, needs time to mature in body, long neck, well angulated good coat, very nice side movement. 3 Valtoocurl Gunstone. 4 Valtoocurl Codsall Wood. 
YB (9,3) 1 Firecurl Myrtle Snap By Pepperiever. 2 Gladrags Martell At Jecadie. Very nice on the move, a little masculine in head, beautiful coat, good top and under line. 3 Juhellus Plenty Of Magic. Smaller stylish dark eye, good coat, immature. 4 Roughyeds Artemis. 
GB (6,2) 1 Springcurl Seren With Kilima. 2 Firecurl Myrtle Snap By Pepperiever. 3 Firecurl Bobbie Wickham. 4 Kelsmere Kharisma. 
PGB (7,2) 1 Darelyn Miss Madyson At Trisett. Nice outline stacked, lovely head, good coat, nice side movement, would like to see better and straighter tail carriage. 2 Aspenwood Asperation At Kelsmere. Well balanced though a little masculine, excellent coat. Gladrags Martell At Jecadie. 4 Mincurl Ariadne At Acredam. 
LB (10,4) 1 Springcurl Emma Of Haneslau. Perfect size and substance, good proportions, lovely head and expression, well angulated front and rear,  good top and underline strong bone, sound mover, in good coat. 2 Maycourt Tumbling Dice. Very sound in conformation, lovely outline, good topline and underline, excellent side movement, unfortunately not yet in full coat. 3 Springcurl Gold Strike. Strong, well proportioned, strong bone, would like to see better topline. 4 Lizallwood Magnolia. 
OB (19,3) 1 Sh Ch Kelsmere Katrina At Kireton. Excellent coat, excellent outline, super topline, beautiful head and reach of neck, excellent angulations, excellent mover CC BOS res BIS. 2 Sh Ch Malanis Ripple. Correct proportions, not in top coat, well angulated, good body, nice head. 3 Sh Ch Pepperiever Nutmeg At Kireton. Stylish in outline, lovely head, excellent reach of neck well angulated, moved and showed well. 4 Lilholm’s Batzi Bellona. 
SWB (1) 1 Aspenwood Carbon Copy At Roughyeds good size, bone, good underline, good coat. 
